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war, and there was plenty of war in those day*. Besides this he
had topayall the feudal obligations described before in the account
of the king's revenue ! Wardships and marriages, in puitirular,
were a heavy burden on the estate, and we* find mother-, buying
the wardship of their children and women the right to arrange
their own marriages. King John so abused his rights in this
respect, that we find one of the chief clauses of Magna Caila
dealing with the grievance.

The questions arise, Where did the lord got the money for all
this ? How did he live and keep up the stnto of a great or small
feudal lord ? As to living, hi1 lived literally on thr produce of
his manoi or manors. If, as was often the ra^e, ho owned several,
he moved from one to the other, staying i\ month or more at
each, and having eaten up its stores passed on to the ne\L It
was the business of his officers to see that the food was theie
ready for him on his arrival with his family find servants and
men-at-arms. Here wo see the use of the produce rents of some
of the peasants. A few dozen fowls, eggs, and honey become
a matter of importance in sudi a hungry household.

As for money, he sold the surplus produce of his demesne in
the markets which were* becoming numerous, or grew wool for ex-
port with profits increasing as we get to the thirteenth rontiiry.
Some of the groat lords held as many as 100 munuis, timl such
largo estates wore of ton called' honours'. Besides these resources,
ho had the fines of the courts, which were considerable.

Holding positions exactly the same as that of tin* lords wen*
the grout Abbeys and Priories. Tiny hold of tin; king or thi'ir
mesne lord often not by military servirc but in frunk-almoign,
i, e, promises of spiritual services such as prayers for the bone-
factor's soul. Abbeys such as Barking, (Ikistonbury and
Shaftesbury wen? the lords of many manors and among the
largest landholders in the kingdom.

Manorial Officials* It is obvious that even a small manor
required some administration and that large ones must have
occupied many officers.

* Sec p. a;.